
GOOD PAPER

EVER wonder what life is for 
the blind? Decreased 

mobility is a key difficulty many of the 
visually impaired face. 

On 25 June, a normally quiet Thurs-
day, Social Touch Media and Will 
Events will come together to bring you 
a groundbreaking event: Clubbing for 
a Cause.

Clubbing for a Cause (CFC) seeks 
to leverage on two distinctly differ-
ent notions, Clubbing and Charity, to 
innovate and refresh the traditional 
establishment of fund raising. “We 
believe working for a good cause and 
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fundraising ought to be fun in nature 
because ideals can be promulgated 
more easily,” said a representative of 
CFC, during a recent interview.

Through this event, Social Touch Media 
and Will Events seek to raise funds for 
Guide Dogs Association of the Blind, 
Singapore. (www.guidedogs.com)

Guide dogs can do amazing things. 
For example ‘intelligent disobedi-
ence’ which is when the dog refuses to 
obey a command issued by its handler 
which is unsafe to execute. For inspir-
ing accounts of how owning a guide 
dog can radically change the life of a 

visually impaired individual, please 
check out :

http://www.guidedogs.com.sg/
groupB/FYP/stories.jsp

So head on down to the Butter Fac-
tory at One Fullerton on 25 June 2009 
at 10pm and make a statement! For 
more information on this event, check 
out www.DoNiceThings.org or the Will 
Events Facebook Group. 

David Noel Thomas
admin@donicethings.org

Butter Factory at One 
Fullerton

25 June 2009

Pre-sales Tix: $12*
Door Sales Tix: $15*
 
*All proceeds from ticket 
sales will be donated to Guide 
Dogs Association of the Blind, 
Singapore

THE Soup Kitchen Project is a 
voluntary initiative by Food 

#03, a social enterprise café located in 
Rowell Road in Little India. 

Food #03 opened in Post-Museum, an 
independent cultural and social space, 
in October 2007. Run by artist Woon 
Tien Wei, Food #03 serves healthy and 
tasty Western vegetarian food as well 
as promotes social and environmental 
consciousness. In line with the objec-
tives of Food #03 and in response to the 
number of lower income residents and 
homeless in the area, The Soup Kitchen 
Project began in March 2009 to provide 
free meals every Monday evening when 
the café is closed.

GROUND -Up Initiative (GUI) is once again giving 
back to the community in the form of 

SURF, otherwise known as Sustainable URban Farms. While 
different from the usual work they do, this project fulfils the same 
values they stand for - To serve humanity and care for the earth.

Led by Tay Lai Hock, GUI is a local non-profit organisation that 
seeks to connect people to the earth and each other through vol-
unteerism, more notably in sustainable activities involving farm-
ing. These activities were usually held in the Kranji countryside 
every other week, until an exciting opportunity to build an urban 
farm in Bottle Tree Park surfaced early this year.

SURF is this latest project of growing sustainable urban food 
gardens, which will also serve as an educational space in more 
ways than one. Firstly, GUI hopes that their efforts will inspire 
urbanites to grow food plants in their homes and offices sus-
tainably using permaculture. In addition, GUI would like to see 
more people come together to enjoy eco-aware gardens, as 
well as eventually empower communities with knowledge on 
building similar gardens in their neighbourhoods.

Along with the support of Just Green Pte Ltd, project man-
ager Andy Tay, chief designer Chia Chia, founder and presi-
dent Lai Hock and volunteers are building this community 
area that brings together herbs, vegetables, flowers, a water 
feature and a bird appreciation corner. 

Andy is highly thrilled by the synergy that the project is creating.

He said, “SURF is something really special and unique es-
pecially in the urban context where we engage the power of 
community in coming together and building a unique oasis 
as ONE. We engage not only eco/green knowledge, but also 
sustainability in terms of food growing, animals, technology 
and utilisation as much as possible of recycled or free ma-
terial to build this place, at the same time...making sure its 
aesthetically beautiful too!”

Andy also shared that SURF is very much at the heart of 
GUI.

“As of now, GUI focus is to make SURF as a showcase of 
sustainable principles and community spirit. It will be a very 
important step for GUI as we grow and evolve. Education is a 
very important part in GUI mission, and working on the SURF 
allows GUI to move in the right direction towards our vision.”

Want to get involved? Contact Andy at 9366 4980 or 
tayandy06@yahoo.com.sg

http://sustainableurbanfarms.wordpress.com/

Depending on the numbers of volun-
teers, the project may run weekly, fort-
nightly or once a month.

The project is an initiative to feed the 
poor in Singapore. The primary target 
is the poor in the vicinity of Food#03-
Little India- including the homeless, 
cardboard and can collectors, old folks 
who live in one-room flats and stranded 
foreign workers.

On a typical Sunday night prior, vol-
unteers will go to the nearby market 
to gather vegetables which are meant 
to be thrown away. These will then be 
processed and cooked on Monday. And 
once the food is ready, it will be distrib-
uted to the needy on Monday night.

The soup kitchen has distributed 71 
meals since Mar 2009.

Food#03 welcomes contributions of 
used and cleaned rectangular plastic 
containers, rice, time and cash. 

Do contact admin@food03.sg or 
6396 7980 for more info.




